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Alsip Park District Board of Commissioners 
Minutes of Meeting 

January 22, 2024 
 

Par. 1  CALL TO ORDER  

President Schmitt called to order the Meeting of the Alsip Park District Board of Commissioners 

at 6:36 pm.  
 

Par. 2  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  Those in attendance gave the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Par. 3  ROLL CALL 

The Secretary called the Roll, and there were present Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, 

Perretta, and President Schmitt. A quorum was present. 
 

Par. 4  PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 

 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Perretta, to approve the 

Minutes for the November 22, 2023 and December 18, 2023 Meetings as presented. Motion 

carried by voice vote 5 – 0.  
 

Par. 5  SECRETARY’S REPORT  

 No report. 
 

Par. 6 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 FINANCE 

  Business Manager 

Sue Bruesch’s Board Report was placed on file.  
 

Par. 7 Manager Bruesch reported the department had completed mailing year-end paychecks, W-2s, 

and 1099s. She went on to present the January 2024 bills for approval.  
 

Par. 8 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez, to approve 

payment of bills for January 2024 in the amount of $638,334.42. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt. Motion carried 5 – 0. 
 

Par. 9 Manager Bruesch reported having received a three-year auditing proposal from Illinois NFP 

Audit and Tax, LLP, with each year at $10,250.00. The total amount for the three years was 

lower than any of the 2023 prices received after the previous RFQ. She requested the Board 

approve the proposal from the firm for for each of the next three annual audits.   
 

 Par. 10 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by commissioner Gutierrez, to approve and 

accept the three-year proposal for the auditing services of Illinois NFP Audit and Tax, LLP for  

$10,250.00 per fiscal year ending 2024, 2025, and 2026. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 
 

Par. 11  RECREATION 

  Recreation Supervisor 

Denise Michalski’s Board Report was placed on file. 
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Par. 12  Preschool/Recreation Supervisor 

Rebecca Perkaus’ Board Report was placed on file.   
 

Par. 13 Supervisor Perkaus reported the 2024 PowerPlay! Grant application was near completion for the 

February 15, 2024 due date.  
 

Par. 14 Supervisor Perkaus reported Summer Day Camp registration begins the next month with 

production of the Spring program book. She noted minor changes for the 2024 Parent Manual 

and asked for its approval as presented. 
 

Par. 15 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Perretta, to approve the 

Summer Day Camp Parent Manual for 2024 as presented. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 
 

Par. 16 ATHLETICS 

Athletics Supervisor 

Chuck Somerville’s Board Report was placed on file.  
 

Par. 17 Director Huber reported the Athletics department programs were doing very well. Some slower 

programs had picked up more interest by marketing opportunities with free sample classes. 

Sports leagues able to play in the big gym are catching up their schedules. Lastly, she added 

youth travel team playoffs begin shortly.  
 

Par. 18  Manager.  

Leslie Guerrera’s Board Report was placed on file. 
 

Par. 19 Manager Guerrera reported the new fitness centers were very well received and noted the 

televisions were in. She added members are excited and looking forward to the opening of the 

new indoor walking path.  
 

Par. 20 Manager Guerrera reported on her survey of previous Aquatic Park lifeguards to determine how 

many planned on returning. She added lifeguard training is scheduled for May to ready them for 

the pool’s season. Lastly, Manager Guerrera presented research of area pool rates along with her 

recommended rates for 2024. 
 

Par. 21 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Becker, to approve the 2024 

Aquatic Park fees as presented. Roll was called with Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, 

Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 
 

Par. 22 PARKS/MAINTENANCE 

Superintendent 

 Daren McLaughlin’s Board report was placed on file. 
 

Par. 23 Superintendent McLaughlin presented a Job Description for the Park Foreman position for 

approval. A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Par. 24 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve the Park 

Foreman job description as presented. Roll was called with Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, 

Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Commissioner Kleina voted no. Motion carried 4 – 1. 
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Par. 25 Director Huber invited retiring Superintendent McLaughlin to come forward for recognition of 

his 38 years of outstanding service and dedication to the Alsip Park District. A giant farewell 

card with many good wishes from staff and memorial photographs, along with a uniquely styled 

team jersey and an engraved glass centerpiece were bestowed upon Superintendent McLaughlin.  
 

Par. 26 GOLF COURSE 

 Operations Manager 

 Rich Gottardo’s Board Report was placed on file. 
  

Par. 27 MAIN OFFICE 

 Manager 

  Donna Smith’s Board Report was placed on file. 
 

Par. 28  DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 Jeannette Huber’s Board Report was placed on file. 
  

Par. 29 Superintendent of Parks Position 

** Director Huber reported that Mr. Chris Grubb has accepted the Superintendent of Parks position 

and will assume it shortly. She noted that with Dale Durnin also retiring, the new superintendent 

will have the opportunity to interview and select a new Foreman.  
 

Par. 30 OSLAD Grant for Freedom Park 

** Director Huber reported that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) would likely 

announce grant awards in January. She added that if the OSLAD Grant application is not 

successful this year she would revamp it and submit it the next grant cycle 
 

Par. 31 Skate Park/OSLAD Grant 

** Director Huber reported the new ride obstacles have been installed at the skate park and put in 

active use. New amenities remain to be installed to complete the park, at which time a reopening 

event will be scheduled at the Mary J. Lynch Skate Park. 
 

Par. 32 Gametime IPRA Statewide Training and Funding Initiative for Progress Park 

 Director Huber reported a reopening and ribbon cutting at Progress Park had taken place on 

 December 20, 2023. The new park was happily welcomed by residents and schoolchildren. 
 

Par. 33 IAPD Legislative Breakfast 

** Director Huber invited interested board members to a Legislative Breakfast with elected area 

representatives at 7:30 am on February 16th at the Tinley Park Park District. She asked those 

interested in attending to advise her soon for breakfast confirmation. 
 

Par. 34 Apollo Recreation Center (ARC) Expansion/PARC Grant 

** Director Huber reported it has been very busy month at the ARC. She added the lift could be 

completed once the walk path was in. The expansion project could be wrapped within a few 

weeks. She reported there were a number of pay requests and credits that needed approval.  
 

Par. 35 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez, to approve Pay 

Application #10 in the amount of $341,344.48 for construction at the Apollo Recreation Center. 

Roll was called with Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt 

voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 
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Par. 36 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve payment 

to Henry Brothers for Construction Management Services in the amount of $44,855.78. Roll was 

called with Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. 

Motion carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 37 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Perretta, to approve Change 

Order #4 to Evergreen Electric in the amount of $4,791.00. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 38 Motion made by Commissioner Gutierrez, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve 

Change Order #5 to Evergreen Electric in the amount of $4,938.00. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 39 Motion made by Commissioner Perretta, seconded by Commissioner Becker, to approve Change 

Order #6 to T.A. Bowman in the amount of $11,419.00. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 40 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve Change 

Order #7 to Henry Brothers in the amount of $15,750.00. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 41 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Becker, to approve Change 

Order #8 to Doherty Construction in the amount of $6,163.00. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 42 Motion made by Commissioner Gutierrez, seconded by Commissioner Perretta, to approve 

Change Order #9 to Doherty Construction in the amount of $7,160.00. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 43 Motion made by Commissioner Becker, seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez, to approve 

Change Order #7 to MPZ Masonry Construction in the amount of $773.53. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 44 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Becker, to approve Change 

Order #8 to MPZ Masonry Construction for a credit of $8,095.38. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 45 Motion made by Commissioner Gutierrez, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve 

Change Order #3 to O’Hare Mechanical in the amount of $1,056.00. Roll was called with 

Commissioners Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt voting yes. Motion 

carried 5 – 0. 
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Par. 46 Motion made by Commissioner Perretta, seconded by Commissioner Kleina, to approve Change 

Order #3 to O’Hare Mechanical in the amount of $40.00. Roll was called with Commissioners 

Becker, Gutierrez, Kleina, Perretta, and President Schmitt. Motion carried 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 47 ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

** Attorney Cainkar reported on potential action by the Village of Alsip on a new Cook County 

decision regarding annual 40 hour paid leave allowances for employees. He noted that Park 

Districts could be exempted if within a Home Rule community like Alsip. A brief discussion 

ensued regarding the minimum of two hours leave allowed. Director Huber noted that a 

department’s entire staff would not be permitted to take leave simultaneously. The Village of 

Alsip should have its decision on approving or rejecting the county’s mandate in the next month. 

 

Par. 48 NEW BUSINESS 

 There was no New Business to come before the Board. 

 
Par. 49 OLD BUSINESS 

 There was no Old Business to come before the Board. 

  

Par. 50  ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion made by Commissioner Kleina, seconded by Commissioner Becker, to adjourn the 

Meeting. Motion carried by voice vote 5 – 0. 

 

Par. 51  The Meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mary E. Poremba, Board Secretary 

 

 

 

 

** Denotes follow-up action required 
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